Growing New Farms
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“We couldn’t believe what an
incredible oppormmity this was!” said
Billy Tate of Moondance Farm, telling
me about the article in the Co-op
Community News last year that exposed
him to the Food To Bank On (FTBO)
program. “Our fanm wouldn't be nearly
this far along without FTBO—at least
not yer.”

Billy Tate and Nicole Brown moved to
Whatcom County four years ago, looking
for a community and land to put roots
into. After a countywide search, they
bought a home with a 10-acre spread
of fields, wetlands, and woods just off
the Valley Highway. Their dedicated
attention shows in the expansive, tidy

daughter.
Ttagged along during
a recent visit from their
FTBO mentor farmer,
Steve Powers of Big
Sky Garden just up the
road in Van Zandt. Steve
has played an integral
role in FTBO since the

component, and as a mentor farmer. He
brings more than 15 years of crganic
farming expertise to the program, as well
as a very generous willingness to share
his knowledge. Look for Big Sky Garden
products at the Community Food Co-op.
Steve, Karen, and their two kids
arrived just in time for a break from
the drizzle. I followed Billy and Steve
around the farm, eavesdropping on their
conversation about weeds, fextility,
pests, transplanting, tools, and weather.
Mentoring in action—and it confirmed
my belief in the enormous value of
FTBO's mentorship program. “Although
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Stewe and Karen Powses and their chidren (left), and Billy Tats
and Nicole Brow with daughtsr (right).

bere. They focus on vegan organic
principles: “the practice of not using
any animal waste or by-products as soil
amendments. " Instead of the mamure,
blood, feather, and bone meal that most
crganic farmers depend on to add fertility
to their scil, Billy and Nicole will use
intensive CIOP TOGAtion, STeen ManuTe,
plant-based compost and compost
tea, seed and kelp meal, and mineral
additions. It's a direction that will take
exira research, experimentation, and
work, but “from an ethical standpoint,
we believe it is a sound practice. . It also
logically makes mere sense to incorporate
the full nuiritional value of the preen crop
into our soil, as opposed to the waste
manure afier much of the muritons conent
'has been absorbed into the animal that
foraped the sreen crop.”

‘Viegan organic production is a litfde-
kmown field in this country, requiring
Billy and Nicole to look further afield
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for support and advice. “As new
farmers._._we believe it is essential for us
1o focus exclusively in the vegan organic
direction, so that, as our farm grows, we
have mastered the concepts and are able
to apply them on a larger production
scale. We hope as we learn that we are
able to offer an educational forum for
others to leam.™

Besides their weekly deliveries to the
Deming Food Bank, Moondance Farm
will have a stall at some of the smaller
farmers markets, sell specialty crops to
local restaurants, and begin to develop
retailers as they carve out the niche that's
right for them. Look for them on the
‘Whatcom County Fanm Map.

For more information abowt FTBO
or to make a donation, call 647-6902 or
Visit www. i ions.org.
And don't forget 1o donate at the register!
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