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One planet. Bold solutions.

ñBioRegionalôs common sense approach of using local resources to 

meet more of our everyday needs brings benefits to society in 

numerous ways.ò 

- HRH Prince Charles, Prince's Foundation for the Built 

Environment

ñThe entrepreneurial spirit of BioRegional has catalysed real and 

lasting examples of how we can meet our needs in a sustainable way. 

This is the new mainstream and not an alternative lifestyle." 

- Anita Roddick, Body Shop founder



First, the bad news



Latest from Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) : 

ïThe climate is more sensitive to Co2 than 

thought; climate change is happening 

much faster than predicted. 

ïPlus, despite all the talk, global emissions 

rose by 3% in 2007. 

ïIf this rate of growth continued, weôd see 

a 13°F rise by the end of the century. 

ïThis is off the scale of the IPCCôs most 

apocalyptic projections. 



Å Previous thinking:  
trying to stay below a 
safe level of CO2 in 
the atmosphere of 
450 parts per million 
(ppm). 

Å The revised safe 
level is more like 
350ppm, which 
means we have 
overshot, as we are 
now at 387ppm.



A fork in the roadé

ñIt is not the strongest or the most intelligent 

species that survive but the ones most 

responsive to changeò. 

Charles Darwin



how do we define sustainability?

Leave adequate resources for our grandkids?



we need absolute yardsticks



By 2050 global emissions need to be reduced by 50% of 1990 levels according to the Tyndall Centre and 

many IPCC scientists. Given the predicted increase in global population, a fair share of carbon dioxide 

emissions would be roughly 1 tonne per capita by 2050. 

= 
1 ton CO2 

per person on Earth by 2050

US average:

23 tons CO2



ñóTrue northô when it 

comes to sustainabilityò
-Paul Hawken

ñThe most ingenious way 

of communicating 

unsustainability to the 

general publicò
-Prof. Karl-Henrik Robert

Finally: A ñglobal speed limitò

Ecological Footprint:



Globally, our Ecological Footprint is 30%
larger than what the planet can regenerateé 

and climbing steadily. 

Our Ecological Deficit 
(or Overshoot)
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So what do we do about it?

"You never change things by 

fighting the existing reality. To 

change things build a new model

that makes the existing model 

obsolete." 

- Buckminster Fuller 



BedZED

ñBedZEDôs environmental achievements suggests that 
neighborhood-scale sustainable development can go 
much further than has been imagined in the USA.ò 
Urban Land

Answering the 3-planet challenge.
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"Perhaps the most influential of all housing 
projects this century" - UK Solar Awards


