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Ome of the first projects the Farm Fund
has belped this year was yet another
Food To Bank On (FTBO) program.
Founded in 2003 by the Commounity Food
Co-op Farm Fund, FTEQ is a raining
program for beginning sustaimabde farm-
ers that offers business waining, mentor-
ship, and fimdraising to pay farmers to de-
liver a portion of food to a local food bank
or shelter. I the thees-vear project, par-
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a close-lmit peer proup with memntor sup-
pott to help srow their enteTprises.
Sustainable Cormections ensharked
on & new parmership this year, linkding
the FTBO business-plarnming workshop
zeTies with the W51 Whatcom County
Extension's Coltivating Success Agni-
culmral Entrepreneurship class. Work-
d:uptnpd::n ranged from financial and
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budget planning to marketing strategies

grant specifically belped fund classes for

farmers o Cuickbooks and Cashfiorar

Amalysis.

“A lot of tme, a3 fanmers, we focns
on fanming and production, when we
also need to have the business side of
things rollimg smoothly, too,” sasd FIBO
entneprencwship classes were exmemely
valuable to nry business. We leamed.
about business stnactares, how to read §-
nancial statements and plan for the fvtore.
1t"s affected what crops I prow, and how
I miariket—it's kind of been like farmer
grad school ”

Direct market farming is not sasy.
Fammers work hard to grow and produce
their food, but they also have to figure
out how to best promote themselves and
‘make the business viable at the same
time_ Chr poal is to help farmers with the
community resouwrces they need to be suc-
cessfl from the start

Currendy ten beginning farmers ane
participating in the program, offeting a
fantastic mix of vepetables, beef, and
pouliry:

* Mooksack Dielta Catile Co_, Belling-
ham — prass-fed beef s0ld in quarters,
halves, or whole

* The Sandy Spade Fanm, Concrete —

Lot WSlliarmes and Crion Polinski of
Wildrool Bolanicil (3rd year Food

T|:- Bank O Faninesns).

2010, nine participating farms provided
57,214 worth of food to area food banks
Cormections expects this amoumnt to
excead 510,000, To date, local hunger
50,000 worth of fresh, high-guality lo-
cdl food throngh FTBO, and many have
producers who will bring them pood food
fior years to come.

Thanks to all the Co-op shoppers and
members who have supported Food To
Bank On from its early days to the pres-
ont.

Tou can domate to the Farm Fund af
amy Co-ap register. For more info abour
the Farm Fund contact Jean Rogers at
F60-T34-81 58 or peanr® commumityooed.
coop. For more information on FTBO or
to donaie, call 360-647-7003 or sae wew.




