City to consider green building rule 
Backers say operating costs are lower, environment benefits 
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Future Bellingham city government buildings would have to meet a green-building standard, under a measure the City Council will consider Monday. 

The resolution would require meeting at least the midrange "silver" rating under the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program. 

	Green building resolution 

	When: 7 p.m. Monday 

Where: Council Chambers at City Hall, 210 Lottie St. 

Details: 676-6970 or http://www.cob.org/council 

LEED program: http://www.usgbc.org/ 

Green-building classes: 

Go to http://www.sconnect.org/ and click on "Green building events" on the left side of the page. 


Backers say green buildings, in addition to helping the planet, have lower operating costs and happier, healthier occupants. A new state law requires state-funded projects over 5,000 square feet to be at least LEED silver. 

City Council member John Watts said Bellingham should set an example and touted savings in operating costs. Council President Grant Deger said he likes the idea but wants assurance green buildings really do save money. 

Derek Long, program and development director for the local business network Sustainable Connections, called the resolution "a great start." 

Long is talking with Whatcom County and Port of Bellingham officials about LEED buildings, and with city officials about creating incentives, like fast-track permitting, for private green building. 

Watts said incentives would be useful until the benefits are better known. Deger disagreed. 

"If it really works, the private industry will do it," he said. "I think the city could play a role in education." 

Bellingham is aiming to make its Depot Market Square project on Railroad Avenue at least LEED silver. Local governments are planning several big projects, including a new children's museum and art gallery, new library, waterfront redevelopment and new temporary and permanent jails. 

County Facilities Manager Michael Russell said plans for a temporary jail are too far along for certification, but it will use green elements. He said a new permanent jail and other planned buildings might go "beyond LEED." 

Russell said the new state law might make local resolutions redundant, because just about any government building has some state funding. 

What: The Bellingham City Council will consider a resolution requiring new and renovated city buildings over 5,000 square feet to meet at least the midrange "silver" rating under the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program. 
