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Green building saves cash, Oregon engineer says

Daylighting alone can increase productivity, expert suggests
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Green building is good for more than just the planet, according to Jerry Yudelson.

"This is the most sensible business thing you can do," said Yudelson, who is sustainability director of Interface Engineering in Portland, Ore.

He plans to make the case for green building as a smart business decision in Bellingham at an Oct. 13 conference hosted by the local business network Sustainable Connections and the Building Industry Association of Whatcom County.

	CONFERENCE OCT. 13

	Green-building expert Jerry Yudelson will speak Oct. 13 at the 2005 Fall Green Building Conference, hosted by the local business network Sustainable Connections and the Building Industry Association of Whatcom County at the Bellingham Cruise Terminal, 355 Harris Ave.

The conference is scheduled for 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. It costs $79 for Sustainable Connections and BIA members and $99 for non-members. A free trade show is scheduled from 5 to 7 p.m.

People can register by calling 671-4247 or going to http://www.sustainableconnections.org/.


Here is more of what Yudelson had to say about green building:

What is the business case for green building?
People tend to think about saving energy or water, but salaries and benefits tend to cost about 10 times as much as rent and 100 times as much as energy, Yudelson said. "We should really be focused on making buildings better for people, because that's where the money's spent."

Studies show healthy air, natural light and views to the outdoors improve productivity, he said.

What have studies found?
"What you're looking at in terms of productivity is anywhere from 5- to 15-percent increases in productivity with daylighting alone," Yudelson said. "You're looking at 1- to 3-percent reduction in absenteeism with daylighting and views to the outside and healthy indoor air."

What about the cost of green building?
People can build green on a typical budget if they plan to do so from the beginning, Yudelson said. "Key decisions that affect the long-term performance of buildings are often made very, very early in the process. Even the site selection, how to orient the building on the site can have a huge impact on energy use, etc."

The latest green building designs actually can be cheaper, Yudelson said.

Is green building catching on?
Governments and institutions are well into the "early adopter" phase - the one before general acceptance of an idea, Yudelson said. The private sector is still in the earlier "innovator" phase, although some large companies are buying into the idea, Yudelson said.

"I just think this is probably the most exciting development to hit the building industry in decades," he said. "We're seeing 30-percent growth a year in green buildings."

Reach Aubrey Cohen at aubrey.cohen@bellinghamherald.com or 715-2289.

