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County architects design along Earth-friendly lines 

	

	NATURAL LIGHTING: A jogger uses the indoor track at WWU's Wade King Recreation Center. The university hopes to get environmental certification for the building from the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Program. One of the building's features is its use of natural light. FOR THE STORY, SEE PAGE A7. PHILIP A. DWYER HERALD PHOTO 






Buildings cut costs, wastes; efforts reflect national trend 

Aubrey Cohen, The Bellingham Herald 

A national green building certification program is catching on in Whatcom County. 

More than 20 local architects and engineers have passed the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design accreditation exam this year. Bellingham officials are considering making any new city building green and creating incentives for private developers to do the same. 

The LEED certification encompasses a wide range of factors, such as whether a building goes up on farmland or near a bus stop and how much space it takes up, reduction and recycling of materials, use of renewable materials, low use of energy and water, and reduction of indoor air pollutants. 

In addition to being better for the planet, LEED-certified buildings have lower operating costs and happier, healthier occupants, according to the Green Building Council. Green buildings can cut heating and cooling energy needs by 60 percent and lighting energy needs by half, slash water use by 30 percent or more and increase employee productivity by 16 percent, according to Seattle's sustainable building policy. 

The LEED rating, established in 2000, has certified, silver, gold and platinum levels. 

Brennan Schumacher said he got involved in green building and the Green Building Council as a lighting designer in Fort Collins, Colo., before moving to Bellingham in May. 

"I've been interested in sustainability and the overall benefit to the environment just as a personal goal," he said. 

In Bellingham, Schumacher started Be Green Consulting and started to offer LEED training, working with the help of local business network Sustainable Connections, which has a sustainable design program. Brett Detering, an architect with RMC Architects, passed the LEED test last month. 

"I think there's a certain responsibility that we in the building industry have," he said. "It's just unethical to generate something that's bad for the environment." 

There are no LEED-certified buildings in Whatcom County yet, but Western Washington University is seeking basic certification for the Wade King Student Recreation Center, which opened last year. 

Detering said the Marketplace building, home to his firm, might be able to get basic certification because it is downtown, close to transit, has a fair amount of natural light and uses sustainable materials such as bamboo for floors and recycled sesame seed husks for counters. 

Schumacher is consulting on the Depot Market building planned for the city-owned lot along Railroad Avenue, between East Chestnut and East Maple streets. Green measures planned there include natural ventilation and light, waterless urinals, reuse of rainwater for irrigation and toilets, and rain gardens to treat remaining runoff. 

Derek Long, program and development director for Sustainable Connections, has been talking with Bellingham officials about getting the city to pass a resolution calling for new city buildings to be green and calling for incentives to get private builders to follow suit. 

Seattle and Portland, Ore., and Vancouver, B.C., have passed such resolutions. Seattle and Portland provide incentives such as technical help and grants to private developers. 

Bellingham City Council member Barbara Ryan said she wants to promote green building standards. 

"They make sense in a world where we don't need to be generating more waste and we do need to be conserving energy," she said. 

Detering said he has started talking with his clients about green building measures. 

"I bring it up cautiously," he said. "It can bring an alarmist response if you just throw it out on the table because people associate green building with high costs." 

In reality, green building is not necessarily more expensive, and can bring huge savings down the road, Detering said. 

Tax and utility incentives, and greater acceptance of new methods by city building officials could help, Detering said. "It's kind of untested water for a lot of people." 

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN DETAILS, WORKSHOP 
FOR MORE ABOUT the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program, visit http://www.usgbc.org/ 

FOR DETAILS ON Sustainable Connections and its sustainable design program, visit http://www.sconnect.org/ or call 647-7093. 

THE BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION of Whatcom County will present a green building workshop, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Oct. 21 at Bellingham Cruise Terminal, 355 Harris Ave. 

The workshop includes expert panel discussion, "how-to" discussions, displays of green building products and a presentation on marketing green built products. Registration is $10 for association members and $35 for others, including a light breakfast and lunch. The association also is drafting a green building checklist and technical manual, and expects to finish by early 2005. Details: 671-4247. 
