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It's getting a little easier for builders to be green 

	

	WATERWISE: Mike Edwards and his mother, Georgia Riley, operate a Caroma two-button dual flush system toilet on display at the Whatcom County Home and Garden Show Saturday afternoon at the Northwest Washington Fairgrounds in Lynden. Both Edwards and Riley live in Marysville. PETE KENDALL HERALD PHOTO 






HOME SHOW: Movement to make home construction environmentally friendly is gaining momentum. 

Aubrey Cohen, The Bellingham Herald
A slim toilet with two buttons on top caught the attention of Mike Edwards Saturday at the Whatcom County Home and Garden Show. 

The Marysville resident said he had been talking about replacing two toilets in his house with ones that use less water. 

"We just got our latest utility bill and it seems like water is the highest thing on there," he said. 

	Show open today 

	The Building Industry Association of Whatcom County Home and Garden Show ends today. The show is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Northwest Washington Fairgrounds, 1770 Front St., in Lynden. Details: 671-4247 or http://www.whatcomhomeshow.com/ 

For more information about green building, go to http://www/ sustainableconnections.org. 


The model on display at the Building Industry Association's Built Green booth uses the standard 1.6 gallons per flush with one button, but just half that with the other - for times when there's less to flush. It cuts water use for a family of four by about 10,000 gallons a year, said consultant Alistair Jackson, who helped develop the local Built Green program. 

Great progress 

Local builders and green-building advocates say they've made great progress on environmentally friendly construction in Whatcom County in the past year. 

The Built Green booth is just across from one set up by Sustainable Connections, a local business network that launched a Green Building and Sustainable Design Program just over a year ago. Its training sessions, visits to building sites and other events drew more than 100 builders and other development professionals, and more than 60 local government officials last year. 

"I've been very pleased with the number of professionals from the industry who have gone to these workshops and so on," said Derek Long, the group's program and development director. "It's no news to anyone that everyone in this industry is completely overbooked right now." 

Topline Builders owner Travis Rohrer is building the first three homes under the new Built Green pilot program and some developers are talking about incorporating green-building measures into entire subdivisions. 

"We're trying to be the most environmentally friendly, responsible people we can," Rohr said. He said demand for green building is rising, as shown by the fact that 17 percent of King County homes now are certified through the Built Green program started in that county in 2000. 

Friendly addition 

Jessica Hilburn, of Bellingham, stopped at the Built Green booth and left with a stack of brochures. 

"We're thinking about adding onto our home so it can accommodate us," she said. "We want to do our part to be as environmentally friendly as we can." 

Some people are interested in green building for cost savings, some for environmental benefits and some for better indoor air quality, Jackson said. He said the increased interest has drawn many more green products to the market in the past four or five years. 

In addition to the toilet, the Built Green booth features an on-demand hot-water heater, compact fluorescent light bulbs and fixtures, rapidly renewable cork flooring, recycled rubber roofing and solvent-free paint. 

Jackson said green-building measures do not necessarily cost more, but a lack of builders familiar and comfortable with such measures can be a problem. The Building Industry Association and Sustainable Connections are trying to address that issue. 

Before the Sustainable Connections program started, Whatcom County had four professionals accredited in the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design program for commercial and institutional buildings. Now, 19 local professionals have LEED accreditation and several local projects have sought or plan to seek LEED certification. 

Sustainable Connections is working with Bellingham and Whatcom County officials on resolutions calling for new city and county buildings to meet green-building standards. Long expects the City Council to pass a resolution this spring and hopes the County Council will follow later in the year. 
