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Treading lightly: Business joins movement toward ecological practices
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	When Bay City Supply, owned by Marty Jelinski for the past 15 years, moved to Iowa Street, Jelinski had engineers build a storm-water wetland to naturally filter runoff and release it into Whatcom Creek. 
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When Marty Jelinski moved his cleaning supply business next to Whatcom Creek, he took steps to ensure that the Iowa Street site would not only protect but also enhance the land.

Jelinski dedicated a 35,000-square-foot wedge of creekfront to the city of Bellingham for salmon habitat restoration or a trail.

He had engineers install a storm-water wetland instead of a concrete vault to filter rainwater before going into the creek.

	BAY CITY SUPPLY

	Owner: Marty Jelinski.

What they do: Sell and rent cleaning supplies and equipment.

Beginnings: 1984, under Jelinski's management in 1990.

Location: 1250 Iowa St., Bellingham.

Phone: 671-7400.

Web site: http://www.baycitysupply.com/.


"We're near the creek and I wanted to do it right," Jelinski, 50, said.

Brennan Schumacher, owner of Be Green Consulting in Bellingham, said the wetland is a step up from low-impact development because it improves the area while protecting the ecosystem.

"That's when you get on a whole new level of what green building is," Schumacher said. "In the next three years, it'll really be a showcase" when the native plants fill in.

In addition, Bay City Supply sells environmentally friendly products that "are less toxic or have less impact on indoor air quality," said Derek Long, program director at Sustainable Connections, a network supporting local businesses.

Anthony Trombetta of International Sanitary Supply Association, an Illinois-based trade group, said air quality and cleaning chemicals is not a new issue but has only taken hold in the past four or five years.

"People didn't give it the weight that it has now," said Trombetta, membership and education director. "It just took time for people to understand it." And it took time for the new products to match the effectiveness of harsher chemicals, Jelinski said.

"The chemistry has come a long way and we do have products that work well," he said. "It makes sense. Why bother using a bunch of hazardous products when there are products that have minimal or no environmental impact?"

Jim Locheed, facilities manager at YMCA, has been using Bay City Supply for decades.

"Marty's been good at keeping us aware of what's happening in the industry," he said.

Although some of the environmentally friendly cleaners can be more expensive, Locheed said the long-term health benefits are worth it.

In addition to the YMCA, Bay City Supply clients include school districts, refineries, hospitals, casinos, manufacturers and some homeowners. Jelinski worked in the restaurant business in Abbotsford, B.C., before he left to buy a business with a smaller number of customers and a solid five-year track record.

In August 1990, Jelinski bought a cleaning chemicals and paper products supply store in Bellingham and renamed it Bay City Supply.

Since then, he has tripled the store's inventory, adding equipment rentals and an expanded product line. He started with six employees and now has a staff of 19.

The original Ohio Street building was 6,400 square feet, and Jelinski leased extra warehouse space.

The new building, which he owns, is 19,000 square feet, and Jelinski plans to expand.

"Most small business owners I know would love to own their own land and building and, after 15 years, we've attained that," Jelinski said. "It's a great position to be in."

