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Images For Use (included at the bottom of this toolkit)
· Independents Month Window Sticker 
· Independents Month Insert Cover
· We’re a part of the Selfie Challenge Pic
· Buy Local Logo
· Please Post Your Own Too!
Let us know if you’re looking for other photos or graphics.

Helpful Links
	

	Sustainableconnections.org
	https://sustainableconnections.org/programs/think-local/indiemonth 

	Shortened link (same as above)
	http://bit.ly/2sVcTCs

	Facebook page
	https://www.facebook.com/sustainable.connections 

	  Selfie Challenge
	https://www.facebook.com/events/281886692285174 

	  Download Raffle
	https://www.facebook.com/events/1763689843648382 

	Instagram Handle
	@thinklocalfirst

	Chinook Book Download Raffle 
	http://gvwy.io/3zmv7bp 



Hashtags We’re Using (best on Instagram): #Thinklocalfirst #Indiemonth #localbusiness #Belocal #Buylocal #Thinklocal #independentbusiness #smallbusiness #locallove #whatcomcounty #independence

Sample Social Media Content 
1. Don't miss out on Independents Month, shop local, attend fun events, snap selfies, download the Chinook Book app and win prizes! http://bit.ly/2sVcTCs

2. Celebrate your Independence Choose Independent Business! Indie Month is a chance to exercise your right to choose and indulge in the great place we call home. Come find the <<Find Our Selfie Poster & Shop/Be/Think>> Local with us! Enter to win amazing local prizes, all July long. http://bit.ly/2sVcTCs

3. Celebrate Independents Month and local businesses all July Long! Stop in <<use your Chinook Book app/ Snap a Selfie/ Something fun you’ve got going on in July>> come and see us. Learn more about ways to win prizes and why to shop local here http://bit.ly/2sVcTCs

4. Celebrate local, support local, be local! Independents Month is a chance to show your local love for independent businesses and your pride for the unique place we live.  <<sentence about your local story or why you do business the way you do!>> #ThinkLocalFirst http://bit.ly/2sVcTCs


Sample Newsletter/Blog/Website Content: 

1. July is Independents Month. Help us celebrate local, independent businesses! 
Think, be and buy local to make sure our place stays unique, and our economy strong. Participate in the Indie Month Selfie Challenge, download the Chinook Book App, and attend fun local events to win one of five amazing local grand prizes. Exercise your freedom to choose and be local. Learn more here http://bit.ly/2sVcTCs

2. 50+ businesses and events are participating, all July long, including <<Us/Your Biz>>, to celebrate Independents Month! Visit sustainableconnections.org to participate in all the fun and be a true local. Snap a selfie and tag a local business, download the Chinook Book app, and attend local events to enter to win prizes. Sustainable Connections is drawing for 5 amazing Grand Prizes at the end of July. A complete list of events, participating businesses, prizes and details here http://bit.ly/2sVcTCs

3. The month of July is the time to celebrate our local, independent retailers with Independents Month! Sustainable Connections encourages residents to “love local” by supporting locally owned businesses during this year’s Independents Month and win prizes along the way.

According to the American Independent Business Alliance, local businesses are one of the biggest generators of wealth in the community. On average, 48% of each purchase at local independent businesses recirculates locally compared to less than 14% of purchases at chain stores. Local businesses also tend to give more to community causes and non-profits and they provide the most new jobs nationally at all pay levels. Sustainable Connections can also attest to our local businesses dedication to environmental stewardship. 

So, there’s no better way to show your local love than by keeping your dollars local! Celebrate the vast array of wonderfully unique retailers, restaurants, and businesses in Whatcom County by participating in this year’s Independents Month. 

How the Public Can Participate & Win Prizes

Indie Month Selfie Challenge
1. Snap a selfie in front of any Independents Month poster located at local businesses and events throughout the month of July 
2. Post your selfie on Facebook or Instagram and use hashtag #indiemonthselfie
3. Tag the business or event you are at and @thinklocalfirst to enter

Snap, post, and tag all throughout July! The more you play, the better your changes are of winning the Local Lover Prize pack loaded with local goodies. The winner will be drawn on Monday, July 31st and announced on social media.

Participating businesses and additional details can be found online at Sustainableconnections.org or in the printed Independents Month Inserts included in the July edition of Bellingham Alive, and June 28th edition of Cascadia Weekly, as well as at participating businesses

Download the Think Local Chinook Book App To Win Prizes
It’s free to participate, easy and rewarding! Start your one month-trial of our new coupon app so you can save on purchases from your favorite local businesses in Whatcom County (and also businesses in Seattle, Portland, San Francisco and beyond).

In addition to getting a free month’s work of coupons, you’ll also be automatically entered to win one of four local prize packages.

1. Visit http://gvwy.io/3zmv7bp to get your activation code and participate!
2. Download your Free Trial and complete as many extra raffle activities as you’d like to up your chances of winning.
3. We’ll draw winners each Friday of July! Check out all four of the amazing prize packs online.
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Independents Month Insert Cover
[image: ]

We’re a part of the Selfie Challenge Pic
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Buy Local Logo
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Choose local businesses taking action for a healthy community.




image4.png
WE'RE A PART OF'THE

INDEPENDENTS MONTH
SELFIE CHALLENGE

#INDIEMONTHSELFIE




image5.png
THINK LOCAL

Zuy loca.

BE LOCAL





image1.jpeg
#a\ Sustainable
\) Connections




